
1ST Installment Laudato Si’ excerpts: 

Intro: In 2015, Pope Francis wrote his encyclical letter on ecology entitled “Laudato Si’”, 

addressed to “every person living on this planet”.  In the next few weeks, the Creation Care 

Team will include excerpts from the encyclical on this website, with sections noted as to where 

they are found in the encyclical.  These excerpts highlight why we should care about the earth, 

what the problems are, and also what we can do about it (“the hope”).  A link to the encyclical 

will be included each time. 

Why: “Laudato si’, mi’ Signore” – “Praise be to you, my Lord”. In the words of this beautiful 
canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we 
share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us. “Praise be to you, my 
Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various 
fruit with coloured flowers and herbs” (1). The climate is a common good, belonging to all  
and meant for all. (23)  

 

The Problem: The earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and 
maltreated of the poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten that we 
ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her elements, we 
breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters. (2).   Never have we so 
hurt and mistreated our common home as we have in the last two hundred years. (53)  Many 
people know that our current progress and the mere amassing of things and pleasures are not 
enough to give meaning and joy to the human heart, yet they feel unable to give up what the 
market sets before them. (209) 
 
 
The Hope (what we can do): We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we 

have a shared responsibility for others and the world, and that being good and decent are 

worth it. We have had enough of immorality and the mockery of ethics, goodness, faith and 

honesty. It is time to acknowledge that light-hearted superficiality has done us no good. (229) 

 

 
https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf 
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